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Woodworking at its finest

TRADITIONAL ... TUSCAN ... OLD WORLD ... CONTEMPORARY ... MODERN ... COMMERCIAL ... FURNITURE

KINGWOOD HAS PRODUCED IN EXCESS OF 5000 KITCHENS AND RELATED PROJECTS IN ITS 40 
YEAR HISTORY. WE HAVE OUR FURNITURE GRADE CUSTOM CABINETRY DESIGNS GRACING HOMES 
THROUGHOUT TEXAS AND THE UNITED STATES . . . FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT 
OUR FREDERICKSBURG SHOWROOM.

401 South Lincoln Street
Fredericksburg, Texas 78624

830.990.0565
www.kingwoodcabinets.com

Open House/
Customer Appreciation Party
Saturday, April 29th









DeVos Custom WooDWorking
512.894.0464 

www.devoswoodworking.com

CUSTOM WOOD COUNTERTOPS
We are a premier manufacturer of  custom solid wood island tops, countertops and tables. Each piece produced 

is individually handcrafted to your specifications with the highest quality of  craftsmanship, and utilizing a wide variety 

of  traditional and exotic hardwoods. We also specialize and take pride in working with 

native hardwoods such as Texas Walnut, Texas Pecan and Texas Mesquite.

Butcher Block Tops  •  Island Tops  •  Bar Tops  •  Custom Wood Tables
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WE MOVED!
Please visit us at 

our new showroom in 

LAKEWAY

1110 RR 620 South  |  Lakeway, TX  78734  |  512-835-8453
w w w . t i m e l e s s i n t e r i o r s t x . c o m

Specia l iz ing in 
Wood, Tile, Quartz, Natural Stone, Granite and Carpet

ELEGANT DESIGNS, BEAUTIFUL DECOR
The Timeless Interiors philosophy is as timeless as our products: To provide our customers the highest level of service,

the most excellent technical and design assistance, and the best product quality at the most competitive pricing. From precision
fabrication to expert installation, our staff has the experience and technical know-how to deliver your job.

From spectacular backsplash designs, countertops, fireplace surrounds or flooring, Timeless Interiors offers a one-stop shop for all your 
interior/exterior surface needs. Specializing in quartz, granite, tile and other natural materials, we provide a level of expertise and service 

matched by none. Our beautiful new showroom is located in Lakeway. Stop by today for inspiration or call for an appointment.

TIMELESS
INTERIORS



On The Cover:
Early German settlers designed homes to take 
advantage of breezes flowing across open fields 
and Michael Imber followed their cue with a 
modern-day Sunday house. Page 20

ven for us native Texans, and those who got here as fast 
as they could, our six (plus)-month-long summers can get 
hot. Ask any architect and they will express the challenges 
of dealing with that blazing western sun. Fortunately, we 
have air conditioning as a back-up, early settlers who fig-
ured out how to naturally cool their homes with creative 

site placement, unlimited energy-saving products and those aimed to reduce wa-
ter consumption, and architects, builders and designers who utilize all the bells 
and whistles to lessen our burden on the environment. Our featured homes are 
perfect examples.

Simple form and classic materials resulted in a sculptural and timeless home 
resting on an open prairie. Michael Imber Architects took inspiration from early 
homes where sleeping porches provided a cool and restful escape from summer 
heat, and continued the authentic design inside with natural materials, historic 
paint colors and clean lines in which to display the homeowner’s extensive art 
collection. Candid Rogers addressed the intense Texas heat with strategically 
placed perforated walls, wooden slat-covered windows and broad overhangs to 
shield the home built around several outdoor areas. Inside, energy-saving and 
water-reducing systems were employed for ultimate efficiency. For Camille Jobe 
of Jobe Corral Architects, creating a tranquil retreat in an urban setting called for 
a central courtyard surrounded by a modern yet modest home. Expansive win-
dows throughout show off the lush and leafy courtyard, while a well-insulated 
structure ensures a comfortable interior. Henry Panton created a cabin perched 
25 feet above the fire-devastated landscape of Bastrop, where owners can com-
fortably write, read and watch the lovely pine forest renew itself. And while this 
was strictly an interior design project, Maureen Stevens was ever-conscious of 
utilizing the homeowners’ existing furniture and accessories, purchasing only a 
few key pieces to create a whole home transformation.

To stay cool and still connect with your inner foodie, berries are in season and 
ready to be transformed into delicious drinks, desserts and even savory dishes. 
And several folks across Central Texas are taking classic lemonade and elevating 
it to luscious, lemony goodness.

Wishing you happiness and inspiration,

Trisha Doucette

Sustainable By Nature 

E
F r o m  t h e  e d i t o r
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EDITOR’S ESSENTIALS
LOCAL WINE BARS

Isn’t it nice to have a favorite, go-to bar right in your neigh-
borhood? I know there are several and I don’t intend to leave 
anyone out, but I want rave about my personal fave, The Boerne 
Wine Company. Enomatic wine dispensers line the walls with 
hand-selected wines, or visit with the experts on staff to se-
lect a bottle. Flatbreads and charcuterie make for nice snacks. 
Off to one side is a wine room for collectors, while the other 
side boasts a well-stocked humidor for cigar aficionados, and a 
lovely back patio welcomes you to enjoy your purchases. Good 
friends in Cibolo have their own local hangout: 1908 House of 
Wine & Ale. The set-up is a little different, with wine and beer 
on tap, along with individual bottles (they proudly support 5 
Stones Artisan Brewery from Cibolo), and plenty of snacks like 
breads and spreads, deviled eggs, meats and cheeses from an-
other favorite, Antonelli’s in Austin. Both are casual, fun spots 
where you always run into someone you know. We’re so lucky!  
www.boernewinecompany.com, www.1908houseofwine.com

WHISLER’S PUNCH BOWL COCKTAILS
Austin’s favorite eastside destination for handcrafted cocktails 

is offering up a new round of mixed drinks guaranteed to pack a 
punch. Whisler’s, the craft-cocktail bar, mezcalería and easygo-
ing, speakeasy-style haunt, is now serving a variety of unique 
punch bowl cocktails. Reminiscent of embellished party punch 
bowls of eras gone by, each vintage Whisler’s punch bowl was 
specifically selected for its imaginative and decorative aesthet-
ics. Fashioned in the form of charming ceramic animal planters, 
they are available in an array of shapes and sizes, and can ac-
commodate anywhere from one to four cocktail punch lovers. 
Single-person punch bowls ($10 to $12) and two-person punch 
bowls ($20 to $25) can be filled with any favorite from Whisler’s 
menu of handcrafted classic and signature cocktail offerings as 
well as unique cocktail blends. Such a great idea! 
www.whislersatx.com

MOKARA SPA
The first thing you notice is the luscious and intoxicating 

scent of mango candles. These lure you in long before you’ve 
even reached the door. Then it’s the attentive staff waiting to 
greet you. After that, you are immersed in any kind of relaxing 
and indulgent spa treatment you could ever dream of. Their 
menu covers everything you would expect and more, and these 
services are taken to the extreme with the most exquisite 
products and lovely surroundings — you’ll never want to leave. 
Gentlemen are welcome to enjoy pampering as well, with their 
own exclusive treatments and relaxation room. So if want to 
revive, rejuvenate and restore, you are definitely in for a treat. 
www.mokaraspas.com



2016, 2015 & 2014 CONTRACTOR OF THE YEAR
The National Association of the Remodeling Industry San Antonio Chapter

cross-tx.com  •  (210) 826-7200

Discover the CROSS difference at cross-tx.com

CROSS is a full-service residential remodeling and custom home builder, with an established customer base in San Antonio and the 

surrounding area. We pride ourselves on sound ethical business principles and a strong desire to provide complete customer satisfaction.
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LITTLE HOUSE 
ON THE PRAIRIE

By Mauri Elbel
Photography by Paul Bardagjy

Just outside of San Antonio on a 600-acre ranch in Nixon, a pure and simple 

white stucco house stands timelessly on its prairie-esque landscape. Although one of the 

first projects designed by Michael Imber, principal of Michael G. Imber Architects, 

it’s timelessness and simplicity is still garnering notoriety 20 years later.
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designed it as something that made a 
statement on the history of German archi-
tecture in Texas,” says Imber of the home he 
designed in the mid-1990’s that later won a 
Texas AIA award. “But so many years later, 
it remains one of the most popular houses 

we’ve ever designed. It has just as much appeal today as it did 
the day it was built.”

Simple in form and ageless in character, the design was in-
spired by the German Sunday homes common in areas like 
Fredericksburg in the mid-1800’s when Texas was becoming 
a state. 

“At that time Central Texas had an influx of German immi-
grants,” says Imber. “During the week many of them lived and 
worked on ranches, but some built what they called Sunday 
houses. These were homes in town where the family could 
drive in on Saturday and spend the night, and then get up early 
and go to church the next day.”

The pure and simple forms that defined the traditional 
Sunday houses resonated with Imber and aligned with the 
design objectives of his client, the late Milton Butcher who 
lived with his wife, Gayle, in San Antonio but wanted to build 
a weekend getaway out on their ranch to pursue his hobby 
of boat building. 

“Milton was German and spoke German and he had a barn 
out on the ranch where he used to build boats –– he had two, 
Hunky Dory and Dinky Dory,” Im-
ber fondly recalls. “This house was 
designed to be his getaway. He was 
always very interested in boats and 
wanted a place he could stay out on 
weekends and work on them.”

During initial visits to the ranch, 
Imber recalls the land being covered 
in thick mesquite. There was one 
lone towering heritage oak wrapped 
in mustang grapevine, and Butcher 
said he wanted his modest and sim-
ple weekend ranch house built right 
beneath it. 

“I spent some time out there with 
him on the ranch, driving around and 
talking about his view of recreating or 
restoring this mesquite land to its nat-
ural state as a prairie,” recalls Imber. 
“By the time it was built, Milton had 
cleared away most of the mesquite so 
it was a large prairie land dotted with 
large oaks.”

Butcher’s goals were simple. He 
wanted the home to reflect his Ger-
man heritage, be a space to display 

I“
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his vast art collection and include a screened porch he could 
sleep on. The rectangular 1,200-square-foot house also plays 
into Butcher’s love of boats. Although the house is land-
locked for miles, Imber says the white house surrounded by 
prairie grasses metaphorically resembles a steamship sail-
ing through the sea.

In the spirit of a traditional Sunday house, Imber designed 
a rectangle with two “saddlebags” — one on the front which 
serves as the entry and holds part of the kitchen and the other 
on the back which houses a long screened-in sleeping porch 
spanning the length of the house. In the old days, household 
tasks were done on these back porches during the day to take 

advantage of the shade and breeze; then, once the sun went 
down, it would serve as a cool place to sleep. 

Butcher used his screened porch much in the same way, 
says Imber. A set of Mexican leather chairs and a table cre-
ate a nice daytime retreat and two Murphy beds can be folded 
down after sunset to create a comfortable, breezy sleeping 
place even on hot summer nights. 

“You can pull down a couple of Murphy Beds and go to sleep 
right there, listening to the coyotes yelp in the background,” 
says Imber.

While Sunday houses historically were comprised of living 
quarters and a stable under one long roof with the barn on 
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one end and the living space and a bedroom loft on the other, 
in Imber’s design, the spaces are incorporated, making it ap-
pear that the home was remodeled to turn what had been an 
animal space into an open-plan living room, dining room and 
kitchen. The architect used longleaf pine to line the ceiling, 
just as many of the German settlers did. But while those early 
Texans usually had a swept dirt floor, Imber wisely opted for a 
rustic sandstone flagstone from Oklahoma.

Inside, the main room features a double height space that 
houses Butcher’s art collection. Interior walls are painted in 
a historic green to provide a period feel. A large fireplace sits 
at the end of the space, featuring the only costly finish in an 

otherwise low-budget house: a mantle featuring a grapevine 
carving designed to replicate the one wrapping the heritage 
oak outside. Directly above the master bedroom and bath-
room is an upstairs guest bedroom and bathroom, and from 
the loft area above the great room, you get a glimpse of a 
pair of circular iron light fixtures Imber designed. In the 
saddleback, a small kitchen and laundry room are tucked 
off to the side of the great room to intentionally appear as 
an addition.

Imber says the home is about proportion and composition, 
design qualities he credits with making it feel authentic to the 
landscape and sculptural at the same time –– its bright white 
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plaster exterior and metal roof standing boldly against golden 
grasses and blue skies.

Sustainable by nature, the home was a green building be-
fore green building was popular. It boasts as much livabil-
ity on the outside as it does on the inside with its generous 
screened porch and large French doors on the southeast side 
of the house that can be opened to take advantage of the natu-
ral breezes.

“You couldn’t build a simpler house,” says Imber. “Yet it 
connected on so many levels, both publicly, and privately to 
Milton, who ended up spending most of his days, not just 
weekends, at this house.” u 

ARCHITECT   Michael G. Imber Architects
210-824-7703  |  www.michaelgimber.com
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By Angela Rabke
Photography by Dror Baldinger

Courtyard 
  Climate
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onstructed over the course of about 18 
months by RBC General Contractors, Inc., 
the three-bedroom residence has a casual 
but sophisticated vibe, and Rogers suc-
cessfully developed a relationship between 
comfortable interior and exterior spaces 

with a contemporary response to the family’s modern lifestyle. 
The home’s entrance is at once dramatic and welcoming. 

Because of the western exposure that the front of the home 
receives, Rogers created a wall to protect the interiors from 
the intense South Texas heat. Perforated stone construction 
and friendly wooden slat shade screens punctuate an easily 
accessible but sequential entry path; visitors are lured up and 
in to discover the Mondrian-esque door tucked behind the wall 
at the top of the path.

C

Tucked comfortably into a quiet street in 

San Antonio’s Terrell Hills neighborhood, 

architect Candid Rogers designed 

a 5,500-square-foot home for a young and 

active family, creating a casual space that reflects 

their appreciation for outdoor activities and 

provides continuous views of the 

outdoor landscape surrounding the home. 
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Inside the home, a long central spine is created with a con-
crete cast-in-place wall that allows circulation around it and 
organizes the layout of the house. The residence easily com-
bines a playful mood with contemporary architectural details. 
The client wanted the space to feel easy to live in and informal, 
so community spaces are distinguished by ceiling height in-
stead of walls, creating an openness that flows directly into 
the outdoor spaces. “It was designed to reflect the active life-
styles of the young family, and gives the boys seamless access 
to the outdoors,” says Rogers. 

“This was a young family and part of their desire was to be 
outdoors a lot,” shares the architect. “The house had to take 
advantage of the outdoor space. It was sometimes challeng-
ing because most of the exposure was to the west elevation 
— there was a slope across the site and some large trees, but 
we worked with the features of the lot and created the outdoor 
spaces for the client’s family to enjoy,” he says.
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The house started to develop around a southwest oriented 
living room that they call the “Hammock Room.” This exterior 
living room works to channel the summer breezes through 
the shaded hammock room, and offers a connection to the 
sparkling pool and a sports court/parking area at the rear. This 
multi-purpose area includes an outdoor kitchen, further en-
couraging the inhabitants to appreciate the outdoors.

The architect was able to carve out a second courtyard 
built around three large cedar elm trees, which provides an 
additional outdoor play space for the kids. The third outdoor 
living/lifestyle space is the parking area which doubles as a 
basketball and sports court. The client also enjoys music, so a 
secondary structure serves as a combination guest house and 
music studio. 

Despite its modernity, the home is relatively low-tech, 
nicely demonstrating how a good design can factor in sustain-
ability without an over reliance on gadgets. The orientation 
of the home allowed for a passive solar strategy, and Rogers 
employed more sustainable materials for construction. The 
lighting system utilizes energy-saving and cost-efficient LED 
lighting, and low flow water fixtures are installed throughout, 
a must in San Antonio’s water-conscious climate. Spray foam 
insulation, which is more efficient that traditional batt insu-
lation, was specified, and maximizes the energy efficiency of 
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the structure. One of the most important components of the 
project’s sustainability is good site orientation. Because the 
lot’s long street-facing side faced west, Rogers was careful to 
provide ample shade and screening in order to maximize cool-
ing efficiency indoors and reduce energy consumption. The 
design employs materials that are more sustainable, such as 
regionally grown cedar siding, zinc metal siding (90 percent of 
rolled zinc worldwide in recycled) and local limestone. 

The most visually arresting green feature of the home is 
the carport’s (literally) green roof. The sunken structure cre-
ated a fifth elevation, which is the rooftop — visible from the 
indoors. Rogers cleverly addressed it by planting the rooftop 
with native Texas grasses. This substantially cools the area 
under the roof, where the kids often play and relax, and adds 
another green focal point in the landscape. In fact, the entire 
landscape is planted with low-maintenance native or adapted 
species. Even the driveway minimizes paving, instead using 
green grasses and soft materials in lieu of concrete. 

A recipient of the local AIA’s 2016 Divine Details award, the 

structure balances minimal finishes with well-executed de-
tails. For example, the flat screen TV is masked by an artwork 
panel on a sliding track. Interior finishes and details are mini-
mized; concrete is used throughout and warm cedar is used 
on some ceilings. The neutral palette provides the perfect 
backdrop for the client’s art collection. The perforated stone 
walls are meticulously executed along with the many other 
small and intentionally unpretentious details.

When asked how he feels about the completed effort, Rog-
ers reflects, “This is naturally the way a house would want 
to be; it fosters connection and accessibility to outdoors. It 
doesn’t scream look at me, and it works comfortably.” We 
couldn’t agree more. u

ARCHITECT   Candid Rogers Architect, LLC
210-444-1051  |  www.candidstudio.net

BUILDER   RBC General Contractors, Inc.
210-828-5199
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your local Design Build Firm 
servicing the greater Boerne

 and Texas Hill Country, as well 
as North San Antonio.  

Architectural color rendered master plans that 

include brilliant images and plant descriptions 

outlining 10 months of color with a balance of 

evergreen and deciduous foliage containing 

movement resulting in a low maintenance, 

drought tolerant and deer resistant landscape. 

Specializing in: 

• Irrigation Installation and Repair 
(including water efficient drip irrigation, 
smart systems and wifi capability)

• Outdoor Kitchens

• Outdoor Lighting

• Hardscape 
(including Fire Pits, Seat Walls, Retaining Walls, 
Flagstone Patios, Stained and Stamped Concrete, 
Arbors, Pergolas, Split Rail Cedar Fencing, and more)

Other Features:

Stop in and see us, our associates are ready to assist you.
32255 IH 10 West,  Boerne,  TX 78006   |    Te l :  830.816.3200   |    Fax:  830.249.3090

www.acacia landscapeanddesign.com





   Urban 
Getaway

By Mauri Elbel
Photography by Casey Woods

If you didn’t think it was possible to create 

a peaceful retreat on a pint-sized lot 

in the heart of a bustling city, then you’ve 

never been inside the modern, sunlight-filled 

home tucked beneath the trees in Austin’s 

historic Bouldin Creek neighborhood. 
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modest space that married natural light, big views and open 
spaces. At the same time, the design sought to foster a sense 
of privacy for a couple who wanted a place to get away from 
it all. The c-shaped home cradles an oasis-like courtyard land-
scaped with leafy plantings and a running water feature that 
drowns out street noise. Generous windows flanking the 
courtyard flood interior spaces with natural light, blurring the 
lines between outside and inside. 

Because this project was an urban retreat, the design is 
inwardly focused, explains Jobe. On the first level, win-
dows aren’t oriented to the street; rather they’re situated as 
clerestories with wall-to-wall windows peering into the tree 
canopies and courtyard. The second level windows look out 
and over the first level to see views of downtown through 
the trees. 

“To sit in the middle of a major urban area and see only 
trees, garden and sky for your views was the main goal,” says 
Jobe, adding that every window was strategically placed –– 
even the small square window next to the fireplace intended 
for the clients’ dog to be able to monitor the outside action 
from inside.

collaboration between Jobe Corral Architects, 
Pilgrim Building Company and Mark Word 

Design, the home serves as a tranquil escape 
for a physician couple with equally busy 

lives and a mutual soft spot for Austin. 
Rather than building a countryside 

home where relaxation is inevitable, the couple opted to build 
an urban sanctuary skirting the vibrant pulse of downtown 
Austin. It was more than a decade ago when the two stumbled 
on a less than 800-square-foot, 1930’s wood-clapboard home 
in the funky south central Austin neighborhood with a dete-
riorating exterior and interior walls painted with glow-in-the-
dark planets and Martians. But the property’s prime location, 
downtown views and the charming neighboring bungalows, 
built in the 1920’s and ‘30’s, sealed the deal. Both keen on 
privacy, the couple bought the recently-renovated house next 
door when it went up for sale and now use it as a guesthouse 
for visiting friends.  

The entire concept of the house was about retreating while 
in the heart of the city. Camille Jobe, partner at Jobe Corral 
Architects, worked with the couple to create a tranquil yet 

A
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The forms of the house are 
simple boxes, broken down to 
allow for light and access. 

“We offset the boxes where we 
wanted windows or doors as if 
you are slipping the light and the 
people in and out of the spaces,” 
explains Jobe. “We also moved 
the forms around some really 
beautiful trees on the site and of 
course removed a big piece in the 
center to form the courtyard.”

Throughout the process, it 
was important for the modern 
home to work well in the con-
text of the smaller craftsman 
homes that neighbored it. 

“We wanted it to be true to its 
modern nature while feeling like 
it was part of the Bouldin Creek fabric,” Jobe says. 

Although the house is modest in size — restricted by the small 
50-foot by 118-foot lot it sits on that was made even narrower by 
the large trees fringing the property — nothing feels cramped. 
The home’s raw and simple palette combined with its scale and 
attention to detail makes it feel intimate and well-crafted. 

“We chose quality over quantity here,” says Jobe of the 
2,200-square-foot, two-bedroom, two-and-a-half-bathroom 
home. “The spaces and the form are responsive to the light, 

trees and grade of the site in a clean, modern way. Quality 
of materials and manipulation of light allow the textures and 
details to play the biggest role in how the space feels.”

Giving credit where credit is due, Jobe says the builders 
are responsible for the meticulous details seen throughout 
the project while Mark Word Design expertly interpreted the 
firm’s architectural vision to create a landscape that embraces 
the structure and its relationship to the site through a rich and 
textured outdoor scene.
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The narrow, sloping lot studded with mature trees created a 
trifecta of challenges for getting a house built with a driveway 
and the required parking from the city. Because of the way the 
trees were located, the only location available for the driveway 
was up the middle of the site. The out-of-the-box solution was 
to share the driveway with the neighboring property, reducing 
impervious coverage over the aquifer and saving green space 
and trees in an area that values these assets.

As an infill project blocks from downtown, the entire proj-
ect takes advantage of its position to be kinder to the environ-
ment. One of the best ways to address sustainability is to man-
age the size of a project, says Jobe, adding this one is just big 
enough to address its needs. 

“We used the visual link to outdoor space to make the 
house feel more spacious,” says Jobe. “Good natural light 
was essential in every space so the lights stay off until the 
sun goes down.” 

Constructed of SIPS (Structural Insulated Panel System), 
the home has a tight, well-insulated building envelope. Mate-
rial selections also lend themselves to sustainability, from the 
locally sourced mesquite floors which remain durable despite 
pattering doggie paws to the wood rainscreen crafted from 
Angelim, a hardwood similar to Ipe but with a more visible 
fine grain, that serves to pull the exterior cladding off of the 
insulated wall just enough to allow air to pass between and 
keep the surface cooler. 

One of Jobe’s favorite aspects of the home is the way it 
maximizes its size by combining and overlapping a lot of the 
program into one space without feeling that way. 

“By subtly shifting the planes of the box, each program area 
gains its own defined space,” explains Jobe. “The house seems 
very small from outside, but opens up and unfolds when you 
enter to reveal its true relationship to the site.”

On the exterior, materials were intended to be beautifully 
detailed when seen up close but appear subtle from afar. For 
example, the stucco boasts a smooth troweled finish that 
strikes a balance between clean-lined and hand-crafted while 
revealing traces of how it was formed, while the steel panels 
add texture without being distracting.

“We wanted this house to be strong but soft spoken,” says 
Jobe. “Some modern houses tend to shout at you. We felt like 
this one wanted to have a conversation.”

Even a decade later, it’s a space the couple loves to live in  
—  and one that feels brand new each time they walk through 
the doors. 

“To me, it is enchanting,” says one of the homeowners. “You 
just don’t want to leave. There is so much going on outside in 
Austin, but when I am here, I don’t want to go out. I want to 
cook here. I want to stay here.” u 

ARCHITECT   Jobe Corral Architects 
512-499-1591  |  www.jobecorral.com

BUILDER   Pilgrim Building Company
512-707-0760  |  www.pilgrimbuilding.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN   Mark Word Design
512-440-0013  |  www.markworddesign.com
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OUTDOOR LUXURY
Whether it is enjoying a morning cup of coffee and newspaper or an evening nightcap on your patio, your backyard should be 

an extension of your home. We will help you create a seamless transition from inside to outside.

G r e e n S c a p e s A u s t i n . c o m    |    5 1 2 . 2 6 3 . 3 6 6 9
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Comfort ZONE
Design | Maureen Stevens Styling & Design



Comfort ZONE
By Julie Catalano

Photography by Sara Natsumi Moore

First time homeowners in the trendy North Loop neighborhood of Austin soon faced another daunting first — 

working with a professional to turn their midcentury house into a home. Austin interior designer Maureen Stevens 

stepped in to help make the whole experience a comfy, creative collaboration they’re still talking about.   
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hey were laid back, 
communicative, de-
cisive and very or-
ganized,” sums up 
Stevens. The home-
owners were even 

more succinct in return: “She really 
listened to us.” They all agreed that no-
body wanted to get stuck in the sixties, 
plus the couple had their own treasured 
pieces that needed to be incorporated 
into the design. The result is a contem-
porary eclectic space with a relaxed 
midcentury feel that includes a nod to 
the couple’s history.

After removing the outdated space-
gobbling built-ins, Stevens was ready to 
shepherd the young couple away from 
their signature beiges and browns into 
more colorful midcentury modern terri-
tory, but gently. “We always wanted to 
do color,” says the homeowner, “but nev-
er had any idea how to make it work.” 

Stevens did, using mini-bursts of color 

T“
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throughout the 2,114-square-foot house 
near Hyde Park: orange in a tufted bed-
room bench; flamingo art from Etsy 
and bright emerald pillows in a guest 
bedroom; a turquoise door; and orange 
shapes in a sea of blues in a commis-
sioned abstract painting by Austin artist 
Dawn Winter, reflecting the couple’s trip 
to Croatia. “She used our favorite photo-
graphs to create that,” says the home-
owner. “I was a little nervous because I 
thought, ‘What if I hate it?’” She didn’t. It 
has become one of the coolest conversa-
tion pieces in the house. 

Not that there weren’t some lively 
discussions along the way. Stevens had 
recommended wallpaper for the master 
bedroom — a no go for the husband. 
“I’m not one to push a client into some-
thing they would be uncomfortable 
with,” says Stevens, adding, “I pushed 
a little bit, but not much.” The neutral 
light grey paint that flowed through the 
rest of the house stayed put. 

And then there was the living room 
couch that actually came with the house. It was love at first 
sight for the homeowners. “My first instinct was to replace it, 
but the clients loved it so I made it work,” recalls Stevens who 
believes designers should never compromise a client’s wants or 
needs. She balanced the green-striped double wide against sur-
rounding neutrals, layering it with throw pillows and topping 
it with a striking pop-art style duo overhead. A solid elm coffee 
table from Restoration Hardware sits atop a white patchwork 
cowhide rug from Anthropologie. Table lamps are from Regina 
Andrew and Arteriors. 

With friends and family frequently coming over for casual 
get-togethers, seating was essential. That led to a “conversa-
tion nook” in the corner of the living room off the kitchen, 
with two deconstructed French slipper chairs from Restora-
tion Hardware in distressed walnut with fabric/burlap up-
holstery. Across the way sits a gorgeous early 20th century 
carved oak cabinet in Jacobean style from England, obtained 
from an auction site. The multicultural, artisan-made vibe con-
tinues with a stunning buffet table that Stevens sourced from 
sustainability-focused CARGO Imported Furniture in Florida. 
The reclaimed wood table set with a bright blue vignette faces 
the French doors leading to the courtyard.

The antique feel is echoed in the couple’s early 20th cen-
tury dresser in the master bedroom, along with the desk in 
the home office that belonged to the husband’s grandfather 
and a gleaming metal trunk from the wife’s grandmother. The 
warm feeling is carried through in a swivel leather armchair 
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by Arhaus, perfect for solo reading or studying, framed by a 
bookcase and drapery, both from Crate & Barrel. 

Budget can be a sticky subject, but communication is key 
there, too. The biggest furniture buys were the master bed-
room dresser from NOIR/CFC and the reclaimed wood media 
console from One Kings Lane in the living room. “It really 
came down to they are never going to go out of style,” says the 
homeowner. “We can put them in different rooms and spaces 
if needed, and they are quality pieces that are going to last a 
really long time. I love them so much, it was worth it.” 

Visitors are delighted with the mix of old and new, with one 
friend noticing that the house is “styled but not overly styled 
and completely functional.” The homeowners chalk that up to 
their luck in choosing a designer who took the time to really 
know them, and one that they “clicked with.” 

Stevens advises anyone working with a designer, whether 
it’s for the first time or the hundredth, to “be honest. These 
clients were some of the best I’ve had, telling me when some-
thing was their style and when it wasn’t.” She also cautions 
not to worry about hurting the designer’s feelings, because cli-
ents have to live with their choices long after the designer has 
left. In the end, it is all about the client and their lives. “I think 
every home should tell a story,” says Stevens, “but it’s not my 
story. It’s theirs.” For these brand new homeowners in their 
blast from the past house and upscale-funky couch, it’s a story 
with a happy ending. u 

DESIGNER   Maureen Stevens Styling & Design
512-364-4835  |  www.maureenstevens.com
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ly 2000s, the City of Austin revealed plans for its redevelop-
ment into a mixed use space including residential, retail and 
office. STG Design, a firm with ample experience in sustain-
able design, adaptive reuse and historic preservation, took on 
the challenging project, transforming the massive structure 
into a modern Austin landmark. 

The STG team converted the interior of the turbine genera-
tor into private office spaces, with a stunning 10,000+-square-
foot, four-story restaurant space on the west end of the build-
ing. Boiler Nine Bar + Grill 
is a casual space that gives a 
nod to what the power plant 
once was, featuring three 
distinct concepts: Boiler 
Nine Bar + Grill, a restau-
rant highlighting an open 
kitchen with a wood-fired 
grill; Deck Nine Observatory 
Bar, a rooftop bar with views 
of the city and surrounding 
hills; and The Boiler Room, 
a subterranean drinking den 
on the lowest level, near the 
original boiler room. The 

BOILER NINE

ong-time Austin residents are more than familiar with 
the Seaholm Power Plant. The iconic Art Deco-style build-
ing on the shores of Lady Bird Lake was commissioned in 
1948 to meet the city’s growing demand for electric pow-

er. Designed by the engineering firm Burns & 
McDonnell, the plant was constructed in two 

phases, and originally included a turbine generator building, a 
water intake structure and an oil heating building. The facility, 
called “Power Plant No. 2,” served as the sole source of electric 
power for Austin from 1950 to 1959, and was renamed posthu-
mously for Walter E. Seaholm, a prominent figure in the admin-
istration of Austin’s municipal utilities, in 1960. 

Eventually, demand outpaced the power that the plant could 
generate, even with all five boilers running. Seaholm stopped 
providing power to the city in 1989, but remained open as a 
training facility until it closed permanently in 1996. In the ear-

L
By Claudia Alarcon

Photography by Casey Dunn and 
courtesy of Boiler Nine

Design | Commercial
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concept from the success-
ful La Corsha Hospitality 
Group is the only public use 
space located inside the for-
mer plant. 

The idea was to preserve 
as much of the historic 
building as possible, re-
specting its former pur-
pose while coaxing a new 
one. “The Seaholm is a very 
special and unique spot for 
Austin but very few of us have visited it,” says Scott Walker, 
Vice President of Operations at La Corsha Hospitality Group. 
“We wanted to create a friendly, comfortable gathering place 
for the local neighborhood, Downtown Austin or just anyone 
who wants to check out the unique architecture of the plaza. 
The space did not lend itself to a restaurant environment eas-
ily — thick cement columns, existing steel support braces 
and years of history as an industrial facility worked against 
us at times. We did go through a few iterations with various 
parts of the property. The basement (The Boiler Room) and 
the deck (Deck Nine Observatory Bar) had a very different 
feel than the main level (Boiler Nine Bar + Grill). It was an 
opportunity to take each space and hone the concept to fit 
the natural environment.” The enormous stacks, now painted 
white and lit in bright colors at night, stand just outside in 
the courtyard as iconic remnants of Austin’s past. The project 
took approximately three years to complete once the concept 
was refined.

On the ground level, Boiler Nine welcomes guests into a 
bright, inviting environment. To counter the stark interiors, 
STG designed aluminum-framed, floor-to-ceiling glass walls 
that allow ample sunlight to shine throughout the space. Con-
crete floors and walls in a light gray and details in steel con-
tinue the industrial feel, and a whimsical mural depicting the 
plant’s inner works lightens the mood. Tables in blonde wood 
tones and modern plastic chairs in white warm up the room. 
The team added both a staircase and an elevator to reach the 

deck and the basement, and developed each space with a suit-
able feel. Deck Nine is an informal covered patio with picnic 
tables and steel railings all around that leave the space open to 
enjoy views of the surrounding development, Lady Bird Lake 
and the western hills.

The basement, however, is another story. Accessing The 
Boiler Room feels like entering a New York City speakeasy — 
or a war bunker. Once downstairs, a right turn leads into a low 
lit, mysterious yet inviting space, with a main room holding an 
ample concrete bar and a variety of cocktail tables and booths. 
“The walls are six inches thick, but some columns are 44 inch-
es square — they weren’t going anywhere,” says Walker. “We 
played with the reconfiguration of the bar itself a few times, 
but always came back to its current locale. I always liked the 
idea of when you step into the space, the bar is directly in front 
of you — very easy to find — but there are nooks and other ar-
eas to explore. Everyone seems to have their own unique spot 
that they find most comfortable to hang out.” u 

BOILER NINE
512-220-9990  |  www.boilernine.com

LA CORSHA HOSPITALITY GROUP
512-472-8100  |  www.lacorsha.com

STG DESIGN
512-899-3500  |  www.stgdesign.com

DUNN

DUNN
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he project, perched 25 feet in the air, is 
located on 40 acres of forest land in Bas-
trop, a quiet community known for good 
BBQ and beautiful parks, and located just 
southeast of Austin. The steel platform 
was originally constructed for elevated 

camping, and when the 2011 fire swept through the area, it 
was the only thing around that was left standing. 

“The clients are writers and bird watchers,” says architect 
Henry Panton, of Austin. Confident that the forest would rise 
up again, “We designed and constructed the cabin as a retreat 
where they can connect to the surrounding natural environ-
ment in an enclosed space.”

A few short years ago, the single worst wildfire in Texas his-

tory ripped through Bastrop County, burning tens of thousands 

of acres of Loblolly Pine Forest and destroying hundreds of 

homes. Cabin in the Sky, and the young pine trees surrounding 

it, is proof that beautiful things do indeed rise up from ashes.

By Angela Rabke
Photography by Will Gallagher

CABIN 
IN THE 

SKY: 
Rising from the Ashes

The existing platform was in need of structural reinforce-
ment, so the team spent five months enlarging existing foun-
dations and adding additional columns. A portal frame and 
deck were also added to support the new cabin. “The biggest 
challenge was working 20-30 feet in the air on a sandy and 
sloping terrain,” says Panton. The crew responded to the chal-
lenge by welding temporary outrigger struts to the existing 
deck to allow access to the structure’s exterior. All of the con-
struction materials had to be hoisted up using ropes and pul-
leys, or threaded up the 32” wide stairway. 

The resulting structure is well worth the challenging con-
struction process. Framed in structural steel and sheathed 
in Cor-Ten steel, the cabin is clad on the inside with recycled 

T
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longleaf pine. Using Cor-Ten steel, also known as weathering 
steel, eliminates the need for painting; as the product ages 
and is exposed to the elements, it develops a stable, rusted 
patina. A deck overlooks the growing young forest, and a 
simple spiral labyrinth — an extension of a stone archway 
over the walking path — adds texture and intrigue to the 
landscape below.

The architecture of the cabin includes a low camping tent-
like form with nautical porthole windows, all supported by a 
steel pipe structure that is reminiscent of an offshore oil rig. 
The warm pine interior is simply furnished, providing a cozy 
and unusual perch for napping, writing or simply watching 
the forest regrow. 

The forest is returning, with many trees around the Cabin 
in the Sky reaching heights of six to eight feet. “It will be won-
derful to witness the forest once again swallow up this struc-
ture over the next 10-15 years,” says Panton. u

ARCHITECT   Panton Architect
512-326-3560  |  www.pantonarchitect.com
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Custom iron wine storage is the ultimate partnership of form and function; 

a blend of impeccable design and masterful workmanship that protects 

and displays any size wine collection in high style. 

With its design versatility and practicality, custom iron 
work from San Marcos Iron Doors is ideal for wine storage 
and display — from a compact, sleek tabletop rack to an el-
egant floor-to-ceiling showcase wall, and everything in be-
tween. Smaller creations delight with their one-of-a-kind look 
and add a custom touch to any home, while expansive wine 
walls provide a stunning focal point for large collections. 

For guests who tend to gather in the kitchen, wow them 
with a super-cool, ultra-modern unit that doubles as a guar-
anteed conversation piece, complete with backlighting. Tem-
perature-controlled units of every size, shape and style, tra-
ditional to contemporary, keep treasured wine collections at 
optimal conditions.

CUSTOM WINE DOORS  
and More

Commercial clients, too, stand out from the crowd with sig-
nature wine storage and impressive displays for restaurants, 
hotels, bars and wine stores. Chama Gaúcha Brazilian Steak-
house is an example of a very unique and special project. It 
started at the front entry with contemporary wrought iron 
doors and continued to the bar area with a beautiful one-of-a-
kind bar made out of iron and onyx stone. Adjacent to the bar, 
a wine room was designed and created in an open space that 
serves not only as storage but as a visually intriguing design 
element for clients to enjoy while relaxing in the bar area or 
waiting to be seated for dinner.

For the ultimate in residential luxury, imagine an eye-
catching custom iron door leading the way into your very own 

D E S I G N
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wine room — which we can also design — reminiscent of Old 
World designs with evocative names like Brunello, Calabria, 
Veneto and Bordeaux, to contemporary designs with a bolder 
and cleaner style. For clients who dreamed of a wine room 
but thought it impossible, the artisans and design specialists 
at San Marcos Iron Doors have created wine spaces with the 
imaginative use of existing areas. 

Like all custom iron projects, San Marcos Iron Doors can 
work from a client’s initial design or one of ours. From there 
it goes through a custom production and turnkey manufactur-
ing process, with quality control every step of the way. 

Astronomer and philosopher Galileo said, “Wine is sunlight, 
held together by water.” We say wine storage is fine design, 

held together by creative concept, imaginative planning and 
unparalleled craftsmanship. Cheers! u 

San Marcos Iron Doors 
is the premiere custom 
wrought iron door company 
in the market with 35 years’ 
experience in handcrafted 
doors, railings, staircases, fur-
niture, sculptures and much 
more. They have four Texas 
locations with showrooms at 2525 IH35 South, San Marcos, 512-949-
3667; 219 West Nakoma, San Antonio, 210-651-3201; and their newest 
location in San Antonio at 18730 Stone Oak Parkway, 210-446-4459. 
For more information, visit www.sanmarcosirondoors.com.

CHAMA GAÚCHA
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“Forward-thinking” and “cutting-edge” might seem odd words to choose when describing a development that 

draws inspiration from its historic past, but in this case, it’s completely apt. Esperanza, the master-planned 

community by The Lookout Development Group, nestled in the Hill Country town of Boerne, retains old-fashioned 

values at its heart while pursuing the development of cutting-edge technology and sustainability.

“Forward-thinking” and “cutting-edge” might seem odd 
words to choose when describing a development that draws in-
spiration from its historic past, but in this case, it’s completely 
apt. Esperanza, the master-planned community by The Look-
out Development Group, nestled in the Hill Country town of 
Boerne, retains old-fashioned values at its heart while pursuing 
the development of cutting-edge technology and sustainability.

The Lookout Group is well-known in the real estate develop-
ment community for careful planning and attention to detail 
when creating master-planned residential communities and 
mixed-use commercial projects in Central Texas. Consistently 
rated as one of the best small towns to live in Texas, and its 
close location to shopping at The Rim and The Shops at La 
Cantera, as well as the South Texas Medical Center and down-
town San Antonio, Boerne offers a perfect location for those 
who want to enjoy life in the Texas Hill Country.

Drawing from the culture and history of the original set-
tlers that put down roots in Boerne during the 1850s, Esper-
anza is a natural fit with the historic district of Boerne’s “Hill 

NEW HISTORY, OLD VALUES

C O M M U N I T I E S

By Jackie Benton     
Photography courtesy of The Lookout Development Group, Inc.

Country Mile.” In keeping with maintaining Boerne’s charm, 
all homes built in Esperanza follow Texas Hill Country design 
and architectural elements, and special attention was paid to 
incorporate expansive green spaces to preserve the natural 
Hill Country landscape.

“Twenty-five percent of Esperanza is dedicated to open 
space. We are not cramming as many homes as we can into 
a small space like other developments down the road,” says 
Bill Hinckley, president of The Lookout Development Group. 

As evidence of Hinckley’s vision, Esperanza will feature 
2,480 homes upon its completion, with 350 acres dedicated to 
parks and open spaces, and 15 miles of trail systems. “Trails 
bring a community together,” says Hinckley of The Lookout 
Development Group’s decision to include the trail systems 
connecting the open spaces. “It gives you the sense of having a 
huge backyard where you can meander through the neighbor-
hood and get lost exploring so close to home.”

The first completed trail system, El Centinela Trail, (centi-
nela means “sentinel” in Spanish) leads up to a hilltop, pro-
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viding an excellent vantage point from which to gaze scenic 
views of Boerne below. It will soon have rustic trail posts with 
whimsical signs added this spring. “Why not give residents 
something to make them smile while they are running the 
trails at sun up? We try to always deliver a surprise around 
every corner,” says Bill Hinckley.

Visible above the tree line, you’ll find Boerne’s first re-
claimed-water tank rising up 150 feet against the blue Texas 
sky. Just as Boerne’s original settlers were dedicated to a 
“waste not, want not” philosophy, Esperanza, in partnership 
with the city of Boerne, constructed the reclaimed-water tank 
to hold approximately 400,000 gallons of treated wastewater 
for landscape irrigation. Upon project completion, this sus-
tainable practice saves Boerne residents 240 million gallons of 
potable water per year, with the added benefit of providing Es-
peranza residents an inexpensive and responsible, guilt-free 
means to keep their lawns lush, even during drought.

But while Esperanza is dedicated to maintaining its sense of 
history, it is equally committed to keeping up with the technol-
ogy of today — and even tomorrow. High-speed Internet service 
is exclusively provided by GVTC, which is dedicated to ensuring 
Esperanza residents enjoy the fastest Internet speeds and the 
latest features. GVTC’s partnership with Honeywell, one of the 
world’s leading smart home technology experts, gives home-
owners in Esperanza access to GVTC’s connectHomeR Security 
System, with a round-the-clock security monitoring system 
that may be managed by a mobile phone app.

“We wanted to bring the natural beauty of Hill Country liv-
ing to our homeowners,” says Hinckley. “And we wanted to 
bring all the advantages of modern technology to them as well. 
I don’t think you have to compromise or give up on one to have 
them both, I think nature and technology, done respectfully, 
creatively and well, complement each other to create an out-
standing community.”

The Club at Esperanza, a four-acre private recreational 
complex, will break ground this year and is scheduled to 
open in the summer of 2019. Highlights include a lazy river, 
a zero entry kids pool and a resort-style adult pool, plus a 
fully equipped fitness center, a food truck court and an open 
air pavilion and expansive lawn area for community gather-
ings. Additional buildings will house an HOA office and a 
multi-purpose meeting room. Retail and restaurant space, a 
daycare, a 23-acre city park and a fire station are planned for 
future development.

Ferdinand Herff Elementary School is right on schedule to 
open its doors in August 2019, thanks to the approval of a bond 
package that included the construction of the elementary 
school located in Esperanza. In support of the bond package, 
The Lookout Development Group donated 36 acres in Esper-
anza to the Boerne Independent School District to provide a 
site for Herff Elementary. u

THE LOOKOUT DEVELOPMENT GROUP, INC.
512-260-2066  |  www.myesperanza.com
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Clockwise from the top: This Scott Felder Home is constructed of native 
stone and stucco, and employs sustainable landscaping to enhance the 
ambience of the neighborhood.   |   Low pitched roofs and classic eaves, 
like on this Sitterle Home, are reminiscent of homes built by Boerne’s early 
settlers. |   A neighborhood pond welcomes ducks from the nearby river, 
while Esperanza’s reclaimed water tank (a first in Boerne) rises above the 
tree line.   |   15 miles of hike and bike trails meander through Esperanza’s 
gorgeous and indigenous landscape.   |  The 23-acre city park will provide
the perfect setting for playtime or simply enjoying the natural beauty of
untouched meadows.

COVENTRY HOMES, with 50-foot homesites in 
the Village of El Prado, priced at the $280s.

SCOTT FELDER HOMES, with 60-foot homesites in the 
Villages of Las Brisas and El Prado, priced at the mid $300s.

MONTICELLO HOMES, with 70-foot homesites in the Village 
of Ladera, priced from the high $300s.

SITTERLE GARDEN HOMES, with 50-foot garden homesites in 
the Village of Encinal, priced from the mid $350s.

SITTERLE HOMES, with 90-foot homesites in the 
Village of Bella Vista, priced from the high $400s.

MIKE HOLLAWAY CUSTOM HOMES, with .75-acre estates in 
the Village of Loma Linda, priced from the $800s to $1 million.

Custom homes in Esperanza range 

from $280s to $1 million, and are 

built exclusively by five acclaimed 

builders committed to preserving 

the cultural and architectural 

elements of the Hill Country, 

as created by Boerne’s original 

German settlers.
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D E S I G N

Our world is becoming smarter every day as our 

smartphones’ capabilities evolve, making them 

an integral part of our daily lives. So, it shouldn’t 

come as a surprise that they can also help us brighten our 

homes — literally — by controlling our window blinds.

“Most all of our customers have smartphones as well as smart 
home devices, so why not get the ultimate benefit and have them 
talk to one another?” asks Tracey Hopkins with Austintatious 
Blinds. “In fact, many of these devices and their connectivity and 
ease of use is literally commanding and dictating what products 
are being developed and launched in today’s market.”

Gone are the days when homeowners had to pick a particu-
lar smart home system, and stay within the tech confines of 
that system, says Hopkins. “The new technology that is now 
dictating these products is ultimately making it not only much 
more affordable but also creating a truly smart home that can 
talk to many devices.”

That ease of use is integral to the homeowner’s experience 
when using technology to control their window treatments, 
or anything else in their home for that matter, says Ben Skol-
deberg, owner of Texas Sun & Shade. “Homeowners can use 
their remote control applications like a mobile app to control 
their motorized shades whether they’re at home or away. Mo-
torized window coverings can integrate with almost all home 
automation brands available.”

Hopkins says convenience and efficiency is at the heart of 
using smart technology for window coverings, and a motor-
ized covering can actually be more efficient than a hand-op-
erated one.

“Window coverings can now operate based on key param-
eters that you put in place for your home or office. For in-
stance, Hunter Douglas PowerView window coverings can be 
manipulated automatically by connecting to local weather or 
web-based thermostats, or automatically operates according 
to the time of day,” Hopkins explains. “This creates a world 

SMARTER 
THAN EVER:  
Window Blind 
Technologies of efficiencies that we have never had before. If a room is get-

ting hot due to solar heat gain through the windows, instead 
of having to turn on the air conditioner and lower all of your 
shades manually, you can simply create a command for the 
shades to lower when the room reaches a certain tempera-
ture, versus losing more energy through your windows.”

Using smart technologies to control window coverings isn’t 
just for tech-savvy Millennials — it has a broad appeal for all 
ages, especially homes with young children and pets. Everyone 
wants safety, and dangling cords from window coverings have 
been identified as one of the top strangulation hazards. And of 
course, for those with mobility issues, the ease of use afforded 
by smart technology to change the room’s lighting is a godsend.

“Motorized and cord-free window coverings are for everyone: 
from a cautious parent concerned with child safety to others 
who want ease of use to the tech-savvy user who wants to inte-
grate the latest technologies into their home,” says Skoldeberg.

As far as styles for motorized window coverings, the selec-
tion has to be limited in designs, right? Actually, nothing could 
be further from the truth, says Skoldeberg.

“We have many traditional style window coverings avail-
able, including roller shades, roman shades and bottom-up 
shades. These are all now commonly available in a motorized 
operation, allowing a homeowner to have fully functioning 
treatments even in the most hard-to-reach applications,” Skol-
deberg says. “Everything from solar screens to room darken-
ing shades are available to accentuate interior design and be 
fully functional at the touch of a button, or even voice control.”

As for those who still believe that their old-fashioned, hand-
operated window blinds are still the way to go, Hopkins believes 
they should reconsider that notion. “These technologies and in-
terfaces are only getting better and better. By purchasing prod-
ucts from good quality brands, you can ensure that the tech-
nology and style that you are purchasing is the latest and most 
innovative. The smartphones introduced several years ago were 
just the introduction. Now everywhere we look there is another 
smart device, ready to connect and make our life easier.” u

AUSTINTATIOUS BLINDS AND SHUTTERS
512-608-0302  |  www.austintatiousblinds.com

TEXAS SUN & SHADE
512-402-0990  |  www.txsunandshade.com

By Jackie Benton
Photography courtesy of Texas Sun & Shade
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Many technologies for the home focus on renewable energy and 
provide homeowners with alternatives to traditional options. Let’s 
look at exciting options available in 2017.

LED LIGHTING
The LED light bulb is here to stay. Eco-

friendly, long-lasting and energy efficient, 
LED bulbs can be found in 3-way, dimma-
ble, vintage and more. Applications extend 
to cabinet lighting and high-end fixtures 
as well as fans. Dimming lights just 10% 
can yield a 10% decrease in energy and in-
crease the life of a bulb to three years. A 
single bulb will reduce your carbon foot-
print by 80%. Now that’s a bright idea.

HEAT UP YOUR SHOWER AND SAVE
A cold shower is a bad way to start the 

day. Solar powered hot-water heaters 
are becoming popular. Tanks support the 
standard water heater capacity and hybrid 
energy options are available where propane, natural gas or elec-
tric backup can be included. Renewable energy tax breaks may 
be available; see www.dsireusa.org. 

BLOCK AND CAPTURE THE SUN’S POWER
Harness the power of the sun without installing panels on 

your roof. Get a two-for-one with solar plantation shutters that 
block the sun and harness the energy. With solar panels on the 
shutter louver, the system connects to an inverter that plugs 
into an electrical outlet, and the inverter captures and sends the 
solar energy to your electrical system. Producing around 500 
watts per hour, you can power TVs and small appliances and 
decrease your electric bill.

COOL OR HEAT ROOMS AND SAVE MONEY
With smart thermostat technology, you can set the room tem-

perature that is just right. Even better, after about a week Nest 
thermostat learns what temperature you prefer and adapts auto-
matically. Get the app on your smart phone to modulate the tem-
perature, see usage history and identify energy saving settings.

The best thing about adopting green technology is that even 
small changes can reduce your carbon footprint, lower your util-

ity bills and provide a more comfortable environment. u

To find a professional remodeler in Austin or San Antonio, 
visit www.austinnari.org or www.remodelsanantonio.org.

USE SMART HOME TECH 
AND SAVE MORE GREEN

REMODELER’S ADVICE

MARTHA BIZZELL, 
Executive Director, 
NARI San Antonio

KAYVON LEATH,
Executive Director,

 Austin NARI

ALPHA GRANITE & TILE is proud to bring you 

MaxFine, the original large format porcelain panels. 

MaxFine opens up a new dimension in horizontal 

and vertical surfaces. This technology allows you 

to cover large areas with minimal grout lines and the 

most beautiful colors and designs in the world. 

Bring the veins of Calacatta Marble to life with the 

durability of MaxFine Porcelain Panels. 

Gone are the days of stains and the need of sealers to 

protect your marble surfaces. MaxFine brings it all to life!

CALL US TODAY FOR MORE INFO. 

915 W. Howard Ln., Austin, TX 78753

512-834-8746

www.alphagraniteaustin.com



or the purpose of this article we will stick 
to the common, cuisine-centric definition 
of berries, and what better place to start 
than the queen of them all. The strawberry, 
a member of the rose family, is unique in 
that it is the only fruit with seeds on the out-

side rather than the inside. The ancient Romans believed that 
strawberries alleviated symptoms of melancholy, fainting, in-
flammations, fevers, throat infections, kidney stones, halito-
sis, gout and diseases of the blood, liver and spleen. The first 
documented botanical illustration of a strawberry plant ap-
peared as a figure in Herbaries in 1454, but Native Americans 
were already eating strawberries, crushed and mixed with 
cornmeal and baked into bread, when the Colonists arrived. 
In 1780, the first strawberry hybrid, “Hudson,” was developed 
in the United States, and the rest, as they say, is history. 

F

By Claudia Alarcon

Department | Food

Abundant and beloved the world over, berries are a diverse group of fruits encompassing 

different botanical families. But, what exactly makes a fruit a berry? In everyday and culinary terms, 

a berry is any small, edible fruit with multiple seeds. In botany, however, the New World Encyclopedia 

defines a berry as “a fleshy or pulpy indehiscent fruit in which the entire ovary wall ripens into 

a relatively soft pericarp, the seeds are embedded in the common flesh of the ovary, and typically 

there is more than one seed.” Thus, botanically speaking, tomatoes, grapes, avocados and 

persimmon are all — surprisingly — berries, while aggregate fruits such as the blackberry, 

the raspberry and the boysenberry, which develop from several ovaries, are not. Turns out that 

blueberries are false berries, raspberries and blackberries are aggregate fruit 

and strawberries are accessory fruit. We learn something new every day. 

The blueberry, of the genus Vaccinium, is one of the few 
fruits native to North America. Northeastern tribes revered 
blueberries and developed much folklore around them. They 
used parts of the plant as medicine, like a tea made from the 
leaves that was thought to be good for the blood. They used 
the juice to treat coughs and as an excellent dye for baskets 
and cloth. In food preparation they added dried blueberries 
to stews, soups and meats, and they crushed them into a 
powder and rubbed into meat for flavor. A type of jerky called 
Sautauthig (pronounced saw’-taw-teeg), was made with dried 
blueberries and meat and was consumed year-round. From 
these peoples, colonists learned how to gather blueberries, 
sun-dry them and store them for the winter. Blueberries 
became an important food source, and were preserved and 
later canned. Today, we know that all berries contain anti-
oxidants, having oxygen radical absorbance capacity that is 

IN SEASON: 

BERRIES
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highest among the fruits, hence their medicinal properties. 
The fruits of the genus Rubus of the rose family (Rosacea) 

species, such as raspberries, blackberries, dewberries, and 
hybrids such as loganberry, boysenberry and tayberry, are 
technically aggregates of drupelets. Unlike the hollow fruits of 
raspberries, the drupelets of blackberries remain attached to 
a juicy white core, thus distinguishing the two. Blackberries 
are native to Asia, Europe, North America, Australia, Africa 
and South America, and have the most widespread geographic 
origin of any fruit crop. Blackberries have been used in Eu-
rope for over 2,000 years, consumed as food, for medicinal 
purposes and planted in hedgerows to keep out intruders with 
their thorny brambles.

The colder regions of Alaska, Canada and Scandinavia are 
rich in low-growing boreal, arctic or alpine species of edible 
berries such as Alpine strawberry, cranberry, cloudberry, 
lingonberry, bilberry, sea buckthorn and elderberry. These 
are an important source of vitamins, antioxidants, essential 
fatty acids and boast high nutritional values, characteristics 
that place them in the highly coveted category of super fruits.

Texas grows a number of berries, both commercially and in 
home gardens and urban farms. Blackberries, blueberries and 
strawberries do very well in Central and South Texas soil and 
climate, with Poteet being the Strawberry Capital of Texas. 
Every spring, local chefs and mixologists look forward to the 
bounty of seasonal berries.

“I love the berries of Central Texas, and definitely get excit-
ed when the different berries start coming into season,” says 
Austin chef Philip Speer. “From the green strawberries to the 
sweetest blackberries and raspberries of the spring, we have 
some of the best around!”

Speer started his career as a pastry chef at Jean-Luc’s Bistro 
and Starlite before joining the Uchi team, where he was Exec-
utive Pastry Chef and eventually Director of Culinary Opera-
tions. He has been very busy over the last 18 months working 
on his very own concept, Bonhomie, which opened in central 
Austin in late March.

“I remember when I started using green strawberries 
at the end of the winter in 2006 [at Uchi], and the farmers 
were so confused as to why we were ordering those. They 
didn’t want to sell them to us. John Lash of Farm to Table 
was laughing at us because the strawberry farmers in Poteet 
thought we were just ordering them too early. But we were 
using them as a pickle with a dessert, shaved and sweet-pick-
led with strawberry soda, sorbet, and sweet cream croquant. 
The following year, we got a jump on the crop and were able 
to use a lot of them!”

At his newly-opened Bonhomie, he continues using Texas 
berries in innovative ways. “We are excited about using our 
state’s berries in a delicious jam for our Monte Cristo that will 
be on our brunch menu: crispy-fried ham and cheese sand-
wich with bright and sweet blackberry and thyme jam!”

Speer’s wife, Callie, is also an award-winning pastry chef 
whose resume includes stints at legendary Austin restau-
rants like Mars, Jeffrey’s, Parkside and Swift’s Attic, where 
she excelled in transforming childhood favorites into de-
lights for grown-ups.

“I like to use berries because they evoke nostalgia in people. 
Everyone has memories of strawberry ice cream or blueberry 
pie, and (as we all know) I like to play on people’s familiarities 
with ingredients. I like to use berries in sweet applications, 
but add funky, savory twists to them. An example that I re-
cently made is a super comfort food-y blackberry cobbler with 
brown butter, but then topped it with pickled blackberries, 
sour cream and fresh thyme.” 

Like her husband, Callie is also branching out with her own 
highly-anticipated endeavor, a punk rock diner called Bomb-
shell set to open in downtown Austin in May. “I will also ab-
solutely be doing some things at the new place with fresh ber-
ries,” says the chef. “We have a soft serve machine, so people 
can definitely expect some fun, whimsical soda fountain-style 
desserts. Berries are one of my absolute favorite things, so 
they’ll for sure make an appearance.” u

CENTRAL TEXAS 
PICK-YOUR-OWN 

FARMS
There are many local farms where berry fans 

can pick their own blackberries, strawberries, 

and blueberries. The season starts in late March 

or early April, and goes until June, depending on 

the berry and variety. Check these spots out 

and reach out for more information. Bring gloves, 

a hat, sunscreen, water and have fun!

FREDERICKSBURG: 
MARBURGER ORCHARD, www.marburgerorchard.com

BASTROP: 
SWEET EATS FRUIT FARM, www.sweeteats.com 

POTEET: 
SANCHEZ FARMS, 210-415-7316

MARBLE FALLS: 
SWEET BERRY FARM, 830-798-1462
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By Julie Catalano

SUNNY
DELIGHT

TPWD

Department | Fabulous Finds

Sweet, tart or somewhere 

in between, lemonade is 

the official liquid harbinger 

of summer. Plain, fruit 

flavored, garnished, 

served up kid-friendly 

or as the citrusy basis 

for an adult beverage, 

a frosty swig of lemony 

lusciousness on a hot day 

is pure heaven — 

and just maybe the 

happiest drink on earth.  

For Elias Carofilis, it re-
ally did start with a lemonade 
stand. As a senior at San Anto-
nio’s MacArthur High School 
in 2007, the young entrepre-
neur was casting about for a 
business to start when a friend 
joked, “If all else fails, sell lem-
onade.” “I laughed it off, but 
then the stars kind of aligned, 
and I became really passionate 
about bringing back one of my 
favorite childhood drinks,” says 
Carofilis, owner of The Lemonade Company 
(www.thelemonadeco.com, San Antonio, 210-
310-6741). 

Setting up roadside stands and tables at 
school events, Carofilis worked his way up to 
catering and bartending for corporate events 
and private functions. Ten years later, and 
selected Lemonade Company products are 
now found at San Antonio establishments like 
Rosella’s Coffee, Smoke Shack, Cheesy Jane’s, 
the grocery store at Hotel Emma and Blue Star 
Provisions (by the time you read this, their 
products should be at Central Market).  

For lemonade with a kick, Carofilis special-
izes in handcrafted cocktails for their catered 
events, with set-ups featuring big Mason jars 
of fresh lemonade, original and flavored — 

strawberry lemonade is a special favorite in 
San Antonio. Their low calorie stevia lemonade 
also earns raves.  

“People are looking for more health con-
scious drinks,” he says, “so we offer a lem-
onade with activated charcoal powder and re-
duced sugar content.” Carofilis says it’s been 
a big seller and anticipates the same for their 
upcoming maccha lemonade which should be 
out by summer. 

Leave it to star chef Jason Dady to go far be-
yond the Arnold Palmer (half lemonade, half 
iced tea) and the Tipsy Palmer (same as above 
but with gin or vodka) with his very own craft 
cocktail, the Limonade — complete with up-
side-down lemon or lime paleta as the finish-
ing touch. 

THE LEMONADE COMPANY
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As owner of Shuck Shack Oysters 
& Such (www.shuckshack.com, San 
Antonio, 210-236-7422), Dady says the 
idea was to “do something different 
and playful” for those 100-degree days 
in July. Lemonade, he says, was a nat-
ural starting point for the Limonade, 
using Deep Eddy Lemonade, a hand-
crafted Texas vodka (www.deeped-
dyvodka.com, Dripping Springs, 512-
994-3534). The paleta was a fun touch 
to keep the drink cold and enhance the 
flavor. “We top it off with Topo Chico 
so you get that nice, natural efferves-
cence,” says Dady. “It’s a clean, easy, 
everyday backyard type of cocktail 
and that was the spirit behind it.” 

There is spirit aplenty at Austin City 
Lemons (www.austincitylemons.com. 
Austin, 512-569-1000) — of the nonal-
coholic kind, that is. As a kid, founder 
and owner Grant Sanregret never had a lemonade stand, but 
he’s got one now, and it’s a doozy. A former bartender with a 
journalism degree, Sanregret went looking for something differ-
ent and found it — a giant fiberglass lemon cart, which serves 
as his solo location and headquarters at the corner of Austin’s 
South Congress and Elizabeth Street. 

Dubbing himself “The Lemon Dude,” Sanregret brings bound-
less energy to the simple act of making, shaking and serving 
countless cups of fresh lemonade a day. Joking and laughing 
with customers, Sanregret’s high-octane positivity is not an act. 
As he writes on his website, “We are here to 
remind you that no matter the challenges that 
you face on a daily basis, you should always 
take some time for yourself and just be happy.” 

Sanregret knows from challenges: His 
young son was born with cystic fibrosis 
(CF) around the time Sanregret was morph-
ing into The Lemon Dude. In his search for 
information, the concerned father became 
“inspired by the CF community and their 
optimism. I wanted to share that optimism 
in a cup of lemonade.” Sure enough, his 
strictly lemonade menu features the origi-
nal Cup of Happiness and the frozen version called Great 
Day, with seasonal flavors like Blueberry Bliss and Laven-
der Love. He says his signature drink is intentionally light 
on sugar. “I wanted something parents could give their kids 
with a clear conscience.” 

In the world of lemonade history, Texas is best known 
for being the birthplace of Lemonade Day (www.lemonade-
day.org, National Headquarters, Houston, 713-626-5437), 

a young entrepreneur phenomenon 
started by Houston philanthropist 
Michael Holthouse after his young 
daughter had an eye-opening experi-
ence on the realities of the business 
world with her first lemonade stand. 

Celebrating its 10th year, the annual 
Lemonade Day uses its Young Entre-
preneur Youth Workbook and other 
experiential programs to prepare 
young people for business and com-
munity success in more than 61 cities 
nationwide, 17 of those in Texas. 

“Since its founding in Houston in 
2007 with about 2,700 registered kids, 
more than one million young people 
have participated in the program,” 
says Debbie Nazarian, national direc-
tor of cities. The program, she says, 
gives kids the chance to “see more 
possibilities for their future. Owning 

and operating their own lemonade stands instills them with 
a sense of confidence, gives them communication skills and 
exposes them to philanthropy.” Truly a community event, 
“Lemonade Day speaks to the power of what this program can 
do, not just for the kids but for businesses and organizations.”  

In the spirit of giving back while making money and having 
fun, kids are encouraged to “spend some, save some and give 
some.” This year, Lemonade Day is on May 6, 2017, during 
daylight hours. Watch for it in a city near you, and have a cup 
or two for a worthy cause. u

SHUCK SHACK
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ASSOCIATIONS
Austin NARI

www.austinnari.org

512.375.2601

NARI San Antonio

www.remodelsanantonio.org

210.826.7200

CUSTOM CABINETRY & DESIGN
KingWood Fine Cabinetry

www.kingwoodcabinets.com

830.990.0565

Swanx

www.swanxcabinetry.com

512.809.6226

CUSTOM METAL WORK
Christopher Voss Inc. – 

Fourth Generation Iron Craftsman

www.christophervoss.com

210.843.4332

San Marcos Iron Doors

www.sanmarcosirondoors.com

San Antonio: 210.774.4606

San Marcos: 512.371.0313

CUSTOM WOODWORKING
DeVos Custom Woodworking

www.devoswoodworking.com

512.894.0464

GRANITE, STONE & FLOORING
Alpha Granite & Tile

www.alphagraniteaustin.com

512.834.8746

Timeless Interiors

www.timelessinteriorstx.com

512.835.8453

HOME REMODELING
CROSS

www.cross-tx.com

210.826.7200

Realty Restoration

www.realtyrestoration.com

512.454.1661

INTERIOR DESIGN
Bella Villa Design

www.bellavillads.com

512.443.3200

JEI Design, Inc.

www.jeidesign.com

512.330.9179

Panache Interiors

www.panacheinteriors.com

512.452.7773

KITCHEN & BATH
Cosentino Center Austin

www.northamericacosentinocenter.com

512.386.7791

Factory Builder Stores

www.factorybuilderstores.com

Austin: 512.834.1442

San Antonio: 210.349.9333

Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery

www.fergusonshowrooms.com

Austin: 512.445.5140

San Antonio: 210.344.3013

Parrish and Company

www.parrishandcompany.com

Round Rock: 512.835.0937

San Antonio: 830.980.9595

Downtown San Antonio: 210.255.1125

LANDSCAPING
Acacia Landscape & Design

www.acacialandscapeanddesign.com

830.816.3200

GreenScapes Landscaping & Pools

www.greenscapesaustin.com

512.263.3669

LIGHTING
Lights Fantastic

www.lightsfantastic.com

512.452.511

LUMBER
Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210.344.8321

MASTER-PLANNED 
COMMUNITIES
Esperanza

www.myesperanza.com

512.260.2066

POOLS
Anthony & Sylvan Pools

www.anthonysylvan.com

Austin: 512.258.1232

San Antonio: 830.980.9003

WINDOWS & DOORS
Guido Doors, Windows, Millwork

www.guidolumber.com

210.344.8321

Martel

www.martelwindows.com

800.609.1596

WINDOW COVERINGS 
& AWNINGS
Austintatious Blinds and Shutters

www.austintatiousblinds.com

512.608.0302

Texas Sun & Shade

www.txsunandshade.com

512.402.0990

A D V E R T I S E R  I N D E X
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Austintatious Blinds and Shutters
12918 Shops Pkwy Ste 700
Bee Caves, Texas 78738

M-F: 9:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sat: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Sun: Closed
512-608-0302
www.austintatiousshutters.com

Call now for a free consultation or come by
our state-of-the-art showroom!




